THE INFLUENCE OF HINDUISM Qtf CHARACTER. 339
belief, that the worship of these and similar gods, along
with the prevalent pantheistic and fatalistic views, which
strike at the very root of moral distinctions, have done
much to d,eprave the Hindu mind. The people, indeed,
.oftenassert "to the powerful there is no fault" The gods
had the power and the opportunity to do what they di'd,
and therefore no fault attached to their conduct; but
ordinary persons have neither the on** nor the other, and
for them it would be very culpable to pursue the same
course. Can a people fail to occupy a low place on the
plane of morals to whom the maxim I have quoted would
be tolerable ? I believe they do as a people occupy a
low place, and yet not nearly so low as might have been
anticipated.
There is much to counteract the influence exerted on
the Hindus by the evil example of their gods, by their
•excessive trust in outward rites apart from all mental
working, and by the pantheistic teaching of their philo-
sophers. They retain a moral nature, and acknowledge
the distinction between right and wrong as readily as we
do, though the distinction be inconsistent with the views
they often express, The requirements of society and of
1 daily life exert a powerful and salutary restraint by the
obstacle which they present to a vicious career. The
family constitution has conferred immense benefit on the
Hindus, as on other nations.
It must be acknowledged that however long we may
Teside in India, our knowledge of the inner life of the
people is very limited. We may be for years on the
best terms with them; we may meet them frequently, and
•converse with them freely on all subjects; there may be
not only acquaintance, but to all appearance friendship:
and yet we have no entrance into the family circle, we

